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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  year  ending  31st  December , 1950. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  work  of  your  District  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION . There  was  a decrease  of  270  In  the  Registrar 
CTeneral’s  estimate  of  the  total  population  from  24,310  in 

1949  to  24,040  in  1950,. 

BIRTH  RATE.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 
showed  a slight  decrease,  being  14»5  in  1950  and  15*7  in  1949. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15 »8  in  1950. 

The  still-birth  rate  showed  an  increase  from  0.41  per 
thousand  of  the  population  in  1949  to  0-49  in  1950.  The 
still-birth  rate  was  0*37  in  1950  for  England  and  Wales..  There 
were  12  still-births  in  1950  compared  with  10  in  1949. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE . The  death  rate  for  1950  was  13*1  per 
thousand  of  the  population  compared  with  9*9  in  1949.  The 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  11*6  for  1950  and  11*7  for 
1949.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  District  in 

1950  was  317,  in  1949,  241.  This  rate  of  13-1  per  thousand 
of  the  population  was  also  reached  in  1945  and  is  the  highest 
figure  recorded  since  1931. 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  THE  POPULATION.  The  number  of  births  in 
excess  of  deaths  in  1950  was  32°  in  1949  it  was  41. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  The  death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  per  thousand  live  births  was  11*4.  This  figure  showed 
a significant  decrease  on  that  of  1949,  which  was  28*8.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  29*8  In  1950. 

This  rate  of  11*4  per  1,000  births  is  a truly  remarkable 
figure.  The  rate  is  not  only  well  below  that  of  the  country 
generally  and  is  less  than  half  the  rate  for  the  Urban  District 
in  1949  but  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  district. 


It  is  inspiring  to  look  over  the  infant  mortality  table 
shown  in  the  Statistical  Section  of  the  report  and  try  to 
visualise  the  saving  of  infant  lives  that  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  twenty  years. 

If  the  rate  of  78  per  1,000  live  births  had  still  been 
obtaining  in  1950  as  In  1931,  about  25  more  infants  of  vary- 
ing ages  under  one  year  would  have  died  during  1950  in 
Gos  forth • 

The  gradual  progressive  decline  of  the  Infant  Death  Rate 
reflects  the  highest  possible  credit,  first  of  all  on  the 
mothers  and  secondly,  on  all  those  who  have  laboured  so  long 
to  reduee  the  toll  of  infant  life. 
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The  actual  number  of  infant  deaths  in  1950  was  4;  three 
of  these  were  due  to  'prematurity1  and  occurred  within  a few 
days  of  birth.  Only  one  death,  due  to  'Broncho-pneumonia  and 
Pink  Disease'  took  place  after  the  first  month. 

The  skilled  use  of  the  Sulphonamide  drugs  and  the 
different  antibiotics  as  they  have  been  discovered  has 
resulted  in  a dramatic  reduction  in  the  number  of  infant 
deaths  from  infections.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
from  broncho-pneumonia  and  gastro-enterit is  occurring  not  so 
many  years  ago,  is  well  remembered. 

The  number  of  Neo-natal  deaths  (deaths  of  infants  during 
the  first  month  of  life)  was  halved  in  1950  compared  with  1949. 
In  1950  there  were  3 neo-natal  deaths;  in  1949  there  were  6. 

The  neo-natal  deaths  thus  seem  to  be  the  'hard  core'  left. 

The  rate  of  11.4  for  Gosforth  must  be  approaching  the 
'irreducible  minimum'  but  perhaps  some  day  even  this  phrase 
may  be  a misnomer. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1950  while  in  1949 
there  were  3.  In  1950  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  3*0 
per  1,000  live  births. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  registered 
in  1950.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0*86  per 
thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH . There  was  an  increase  of  76  in 
the  number  of  deaths.  Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases  continued 
to  head  the  list;  the  number  of  deaths  was  120  in  1950  and  108 
in  1949. 

Deaths  from  'malignant  disease'  numbered  47  in  1950 
compared  with  36  in  1949. 

Deaths  from  'malignant  disease  of  the  stomach'  increased 
by  4 in  1950.  This  year  there  was  a separate  classification 
of  'malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lung  and  bronchus ' . The  figure 
of  10  deaths  from  malignant  disease  of  these  sites  was  as  high 
as  that  for  malignant  disease  of  the  stomach. 

The  number  of  cases  of  suicide  was  4 in  1950  as  compared 
with  1 in  1949 . 

There  was  one  death  from  Diabetes  in  1950  being  the  same 
as  in  1949  • 

There  was  a decided  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Respiratory  diseases,  i.e.,  32  in  1950  and  22  in  1949.  Those 
from  Pneumonia  increased  by  6 and  from  Bronchitis  by  6. 

Deaths  from  Influenza  increased  to  four  in  1950  compared 
with  one  in  1949. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  'accident'  increased  in  1950- 
In  1949  there  was  one  'Road  Traffic  Accident  ' and  in  1950, 
one  due  to  a 'Motor  Accident'  and  4 from  'other  accidents'. 
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TUBERCULOSIS . The  mortality  rate  for  all  forms  of  the  disease 
showed  an  increase;  the  rate  for  1950  being  0*62  compared  with 
the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  of  0.36  per  thousand 
population.  In  1949,  the  rate  for  this  District  was  0*29  per 
thousand  of  the  population  and  for  England  and  Wales  0*45  per 
thousand  population. 

In  1950,  12  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
registered  and  3 from  other  forms  of  the  disease.  In  1949 
there  were  7 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  none  from 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

There  was  an  increase  of  5 in  the  number  of  deaths  in 
males,  between  the  ages  of  25  to  35  years,  registered  as  due 
to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from  the  Non-respirat ory  form  of  the  disease  also 
showed  an  increase  from  none  in  1949  to  3 in  1950.  Two  of 
these  deaths  were  in  older  males,  55  to  65  years  of  age. 

Fortunately,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  showed  a decline, 
32  new  cases  being  notified  in  1950  compared  with  42  in  1949 
and  34  in  1948.  The  32  new  cases  (27  Pulmonary  and  5 Non- 
pulmonary)  included  25  primary  notifications  and  2 inward 
transfers  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  3 primary  notifications 
and  2 inward  transfers  of  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

In  1949  the  42  cases  (39  Pulmonary  and  3 Non-pulmonary) 
included  36  primary  notifications  and  7 inward  transfers  of 
Pulmonary  Tuber culos  is  . 

The  number  of  primary  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  has  thus  decreased  by  7 in  1950. 

The  most  noticeable  decreases  are  in  the  following  age 
groups,  particularly  in  young  female  adults  - 

(Males)  age  group,  35-45  years,  showed  a decrease  of  4 

(Females)  age  group,  15-20  years,  a decrease  of  3 
and  age  group  20-25  years  a decrease  of  5. 

The  age  group  of  35-45  years  (females)  showed  an  increase 
of  2. 

The  total  number  of  'live’  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  128  - of  these  104  were  Pulmonary  and  24 
Non-pulmonary.  The  numbers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1949 
were  113  - of  these  93  were  Pulmonary  and  20  Non-pulmonary. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL. 


The  notifications  of  these  diseases  are  set  out  in  a 
separate  table  of  the  report. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  do. ring 
the  year  was  558  compared  with  421  in  1949. 

The  increase  in  the  total  number  was  largely  due  to  the 
number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified,  i.e.,  261  in  1950  and  174 
in  1949 . 

The  incidence  of  Chickenpox  decreased  from  94  in  1949  to 
87  in  1950,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Whooping  Cough  from  53  in  1949  to  91  in  1950. 


(3) 


*;  t|  jr 


• "'!v 


• > r 


There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  1950  there  being  34  cases,  while  in  1949  there 
we  re  13  cases  and  in  1948,  28  cases. 

The  disease  was  uniformly  of  a very  mild  type.  The  cases 
occurred  sporadically  during  the  year  and  in  only  one  instance 
were  two  of  a family  notified. 

Eight  cases  required  hospital  treatment  on  medical  or 
social  gr  ound  s . 

42  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year. 
22  of  these  cases  occurred  at  the  Sanderson  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  Stringent  precautions  were  taken  and  2 children 
with  persistently  positive  stools  were  transferred  to  Walker gate 
Hospital.  Nine  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred  at  the  St,  Nicholas 
Hospital.  The  other  11  cases  were  in  seven  households  in  the 
District.  The  contacts  were  kept  under  surveillance  and  those 
with  positive  stools  received  treatment  by  their  own  doctors. 

There  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year 
which  unfortunately  proved  fatal.  The  disease  occurred  in  a 
child  of  9 years  of  age  whose  family  had  come  into  the  district 
nine  months  before.  On  enquiry,  there  was  no  record  of 
immunisation,  though  one  injection  may  have  been  given.  The 
strain  of  diphtheria  bacilli  was  found  to  be  of  a virulent 
type.  This  is  the  only  death  from  Diphtheria  which  has 
occurred  in  the  district  since  1944. 

Eight  confirmed  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during 
1950,  (7  paralytic  and  one  non-paralytic).  No  confirmed  case 
was  notified  in  1949.  Four  of  the  cases  were  under  3 years  of 
age  and  the  other  four  between  13  and  31  years . The  first 
case  occurred  in  July,  5 in  August  and  2 in  October  . Six 
cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  two  nursed  at  home. 

Three  cases  of  Cer ebro-spinal  Fever  were  notified  and  all 
received  hospital  treatment. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY . 

No.  1 Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Newcastle  Regional 
Hospital  Board  was  based  at  the  Central  Hall,  Gosforth,  from 
May  16th  to  25th,  1950. 

In  addition  to  the  public  sessions,  special  sessions  were 
held  for  doctors  patients,  expectant  mothers  and  school 
children . 

A total  number  of  1,613  people,  comprising  440  school 
children,  385  men  and  778  women  attended  the  sessions.  Of 
this  total  30^  of  the  volunteers  were  not  resident  in  Gosforth. 

67  were  recalled  for  largo  films  and  6 for  clinical 
examinations.  A total  of  21  (7  male  and  14  female)  were 
referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation  or  kept 
under  observation  by  the  Unit,  giving  a percentage  of  1.3. 

The  figures  relating  to  the  Gosforth  residents  were  a 
total  of  965  volunteers  (403  male  and  562  female)  of  whom  11 
were  referred  for  further  Investigation  or  observation  (3  to 
the  Chest  Clinic,  8 for  observation  by  the  Unit)  giving  a 
percentage  of  1*15. 
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The  Unit  1-st  operated  in  Gos forth  in  May  to  June  1948 
when  2,302  volunteers  attended,  85  were  recalled  for  large  films 
and  of  these  16  (3  male  and  13  female)  were  referred  for 
further  observation  or  investigation,  the  percentage  being  0*69. 

The  percentage  of  cases  referred  for  further  investigation 
and  for  observation  had  increased  from  0»69  in  1948  to  1*15  In 
!950 . " ' — ~ 


Though  the  number  of  volunteers  showed  a decrease  at'  this 
visit,  the  service  was  well  worth  while. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUN IS  AT I ON . 


At  31st  December,  1950,  86$  of  the  total  child  population 
had  beep  immunised  at  sometime  during  their  life,  compared 
with  83$  in  1949  and  75$  in  1948. 

The  percentage  of  immunised  children  under  5 years  of  age 
increased  to  77  in  1950  from  67  in  1949  and  65  in  1948. 

The  percentage  of  immunised  children  of  5-15  years 
increased  slightly  to  96  in  1950  from  94  in  1949  and  82  in 
1948 . 


o There  is  a distinct  danger  that  the  immense  reduction  in 
the  incidence  and  mortality  of  this  disease,  which  has  really 
been  phenomenal  will  make  parents  much  less  alive  to  the  risk 
of  the  disease. 

The  Ministry  of  Health's  aim  is  that  at  least  75#  of_ 
babies  should  be  immunised  before  the  end  of* the  first  vear  of 

life.  ...  ~ ^ — 


At  present  this  is  not  quite  yet  being  attained.  While 
the  response  of  parents  to  immunisation  is  generally  very  good 
indeed,  a few  are  inclined  to  put  it  off  till  the  child  nears 
or  reaches  school  age,  forgetting  the  risk  to  which  the  child 
is  being  exposed  during  the  early  years. 

During  a period  of  exceptional  local  prevalence  of  polio- 
myelitis, injections  would  temporarily  be  suspended,  but  this 
has  not  been  at  all  necessary  up  to  date. 


Figures  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  March,  1951, 
m regard  to  the  incidence  and  deaths  from  Diphtheria  in  the 
country  generally  during  the  last  ten  years  are  outstanding 
and  from  a point  of  interest  are  quoted  below  ;~ 


. Cases 

Deaths  ( original  uncorrected ) ( Corrected ) 


1940  2,480 
1944  934 
1949  (provisional)  85 


46,281 

29,949 

4,971 


23,152 

1,897 


•ae  can  imagine  only  a little  of  the  death  and  suffering 
which  has  been  avoided  by  ten  years  of  patient  progress  and 
co-operation  in  immunisation  by  all  concerned,  apart  from  the 
substantial  saving  in  hospital  costs  and  personnel. 

^ hoped  that  by  continued  effort  this  achievement 
will  be  sustained  and  even  irrproved  upon. 
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Number  of  children  who  completed  a Pull 
course  of  Primary  Immunisation  in  the 
Authority’s  Area  during  the  year,  1950. 

Total  number  of 
children  who  were 
given  a Secondary  or 
reinforcing  injection. 

Age  at  date  of  final  injection, 
under  5 5-15  Total 

376  2 6 402 

695 

WHOOPING-  COUGH  PROPHYLAXIS. 

Appended  is  the  number  of  children  who  completed  a course 
of  inoculation  with  pertussis  vaccines  (including  vaccines 
combined  with  diphtheria  prophylactic)  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1950. 


Age  at  date  of  final  in.iecti on. 


under  1 yr  . 

1-4  years . 

5-14  years. 

Total . 

25 

33 

7 

65 

- 

(47) 
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1949  figures  are  given  in  brackets. 


Injections  are  given  at  the  parents  request  by  the  general 
practitioners  of  the  district  and  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

During  1950,  197  primary  vaccinations  and  90  re- 
vaccinations were  done  by  general  practitioners,  compared  with 
85  primary  vaccinations  and  34  re-vaccinations  in  1949,  and  53 
primary  vaccinations  and  11  re- vaccinat ions  in  1948. 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  TEE  DISTRICT. 

HQSP HALS  . There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  Urban  District, 
the  St,  Nicholas  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  mental  diseases 
and  the  Sanderson  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Both  are  controlled 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE.  This  service,  under  the  control  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council,  has  a station  at  Gosforth  which 
covers  not  only  the  Urban  District  but  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  South  Area  and  works  in  conjunction  with  the  Newburn  and 
Ponteland  stations.  There  are  six  drivers  and  a driver  in 
charge,  and  four  ambulances.  The  Dinnington  Station  was  closed 
in  March,  1950,  and  the  ambulance  now  operates  from  Gosforth. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE.  This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County 
Council  through  the  South  Area  Health  administration.  During 
1950,  425  cases  were  served  in  the  South  Area  for  varying 
periods.  166  of  these  were  resident  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  166  cases  included  70  of  illness,  21  aged  and  infirm  people, 
45  confinements,  5 ante-natal  and  5 post-natal  cases,  8 
following  operation  and  discharge  from  hospital,  3 blind 
persons,  4 cases  of  tuberculosis,  2 of  accident,  2 of  paralysis 
and  1 problem  family  with  young  children. 
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HOME  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY . The  service  for  domiciliary 
nursing  and  midwifery  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

There  are  four  nurses  resident  in  the  District. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE.  This  service  is 
administered  by  the  County  Council.  Regular  sessions  are  held 
at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Church  Road,  G-osforth, 
for  babies,  children  and  e:q?ectant  mothers,  and  for  dental 
treatment  and  the  treatment  of  eye  defects  and  skin  diseases. 

HOUSING^.  The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  was 
952  at  the  end  of  1950.  Since  1944,  881  Council  houses  had 
been  built  and  occupied;  135  of  them  being  erected  during  1950. 
Fourteen  applicants  with  a case  history  of  tuberculosis  were 
given  more  suitable  housing  accommodation  during  1950. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  1949.  Two  milk  samples  were 
found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli.  In  both  cases  the  cow 
was  removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  of  1938. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1949.  Burial  or  Cremation  of  the 
Dead  - Section  50.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section. 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons _ in  need  of  care  and 
attention  - Section  47,  Two  cases  were  investigated  under 
this  Section  involving  20  visits  by  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department.  One  case  was  ultimately  removed  to  the  St. 

Nicholas  Hospital. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA.  The  details  under  this 
section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  Stenger,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  . 


I wish  to  thank  the  Council,  Health  Committee,  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  Mr.  Stenger  and  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  valuable  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health . 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Particulars  of  District. 


Area  (in  acres)  1 759 
Registrar  General's  estimated  population  24*040 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  7*830 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £924 
Rateable  value  £228,478 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


( legitimate ) 

( illegitimate ) 


Live  births 
Live  births 
Still  births 
Deaths 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Still  births  per  1,000  population 
Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


Males 

Female  s 

Total 

167 

172 

339 

3 

7 

10 

7 

5 

12 

150 

167 

317 

14.5 

0.49 

13.1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes . 
There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  11.4 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  11.4 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 


Deaths . 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  (all  ages)  47 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

(all  ages)  1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH . 


Males . 


ALL  CAUSES.  150 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  9 

Tuberculosis  (other)  2 

Syphilitic  disease  1 

Diphtheria  1 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 


Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms  10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  23 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  20 

Other  circulatory  disease  2 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia  6 

Bronchitis  11 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 

system  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  10 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  3 

Suicide  3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  1 


Females . 


167 

3 

1 


1 

3 

4 
4 
9 

1 

30 

12 

7 
50 

6 

3 

6 

8 


2 


1 

14 

1 

1 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  & DEATHS  FOR  THE  PAST  20  YEARS  (1930-1950) 


as  compared  with  rates  of  England  and  Wal es . 


general  death  rate 

INFANTILE  1 
RA[ 

MORTALITY 

DE 

BIRTH  RATE. 

England 

England 

England 

Year 

Gosf orth 

& Wales 

Gosforth 

& Wales 

Gosforth 

& Wales 

1931 

11.0 

12.3 

78.0 

66 

10.6 

16.4 

1932 

9.6 

12.0 

51.9 

65 

12.6 

15.9 

1933 

10.27 

12  .3 

27.7 

64 

11.8 

15.0 

1934 

9.51 

11.8 

47.6 

59 

11.4 

15.4 

1935 

9,8 

12.1 

73.5 

57 

11.4 

15.3 

1936 

10.6 

12.1 

76.9 

59 

12  .7 

15.4 

1937 

11.4 

12.4 

42.9 

58 

12.9 

15.5 

1938 

11.0 

11.6 

32.4 

53 

13,6 

15.7 

1939 

9.78 

12 .1 

18.0 

50 

13.4 

15.5 

1940 

11.24 

14.3 

64.4 

55 

13.6 

15.1 

1941 

10.0 

11.6 

50.2 

53 

11.2 

15.7 

1942 

9.47 

11.6 

13 .6 

49 

14.4 

16.3 

1943 

10.7 

12 .1 

24.1 

49 

16.4 

17.0 

1944 

10.7 

11.6 

29.6 

46 

18.2 

18.1 

1945 

13 .1 

11.4 

36.2 

46 

16.0 

16.5 

1946 

10.6 

11.5 

22.8 

43 

17.6 

19.6 

1947 

9.1 

12.0  ' 

23.6 

41 

18.7 

21.0 

1948 

9.9 

10.8 

24.7 

34 

16.7 

18.3 

1949 

9.9 

11.7 

28.8 

32 

15.7 

16.7 

1950 

13.1 

11.6 

11.4 

29.8 

14.5 

15.8 

L 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Primary  Pneumonia,  Pink  Disease 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  birth  injury, 
prematur ity . 

Prematurity 

Prematurity 


9 months 

2 days 
1 day 
1 day 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 


The  table  on  page  12  gives  the  number  and  ago  groups 
of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year . 


Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  and  Isolation  are 
removed  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.,  Walkergate. 
This  hospital  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 


Appended  is  a summary  of  Bacteriological  reports 
received  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle 
General  Hospital,  on  specimens  submitted  by  local  medical 
practitioners  and  by  the  Health  Department. 


Pos It ive . 

Ne gative . 

Total 

Throat  swabs  for  Haemolytic 
streptococci 

9 

28 

37 

Nasal  swabs  for  Haemolytic 
Streptococci 

- 

3 

3 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria 

- 

25 

25 

Nasal  swabs  for  Diphtheria 

1 

3 

4 

Cough  plate  for  Pertussis 

- 

1 

1 

Specimens  of  Urine  for 

pus  cells 

1 

1 

2 

Specimens  of  Faeces  for 
pathogenic  organisms 

18 

88 

106 

Sample  of  sweets  for  pathogenic 
organisms 

- 

10 

10 

Specimens  of  sputum  for 
Tuberculos is 

3 

9 

12 

32  168  200 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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POOD  POISONING  RETURN  1950. 


Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents 

Total  outbreaks  Nil.  Total  cases 

Outbreaks  due  to 


(a)  Chemical  poisons  Nil 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  Nil 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including 

toxin)  Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  Nil 

(e)  Other  baoteria  Nil 


Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause 

Total  outbreaks  Nil.  Total  cases 

Single  cases 

Agent  identified  Unknown  cause. 


Nil. 


Nil. 

Total . 
Nil. 
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TABLE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS 


Year 

No.  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria. 

No.  of 

Deaths 

1935 

54 

1 

1936 

39 

- 

1937 

25 

- 

1938 

27 

2 

1939 

23 

1 

1940 

8 

1 

1941 

9 

- 

1942 

10 

1 

1943 

5 

1 

1944 

12 

1 

1945 

15 

- 

1946 

5 

- 

1947 

3 

- 

1948 

3 

- 

1949 

- 

- 

1950 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  periods 

New  Cases . 

at  ory 

emale 

Resp ir 

Male  F 

Deaths  . 

Resp: 

Male 

Lratory 

Female 

Non- 
r espir 

Male  F 

at  ory 

emale 

Non- 
r espi 

Male 

rat ory 

Female 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 - 5 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 -10  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  -15  years 

- 

1 

a* 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -20  years 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  -25  years 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

25  -35  years 

6 

5 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

35  -45  years 

4 

2 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

45  -55  years 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

55  -65  years 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

65  and  over 

— 

*• 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

16 

ii 

2 

3 

9 

3 

2 

1 
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GOSFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  ending  51st  December,  1950 . 


Dear  Dr.  Hopper, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  whole  of  the  district  has  a piped  water  supply 
provided  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company.  There 
are  no  common  standpipes  in  the  district,  and  practically  all 
premises  have  an  internal  water  supply. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company  for  supplying  the  following  information 
relating  to  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of 
samples  of  water  taken  throughout  the  Company's  area  during  the 
year  under  review. 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

In  the  course  of  routine  analysis  during  1950,  910 
samples  of  filtered  water  were  examined  and  of  these  99.9%  were 
found  not  to  contain  Bact . Coli  (type  1)  per  100  m.l.  A further 
341  analyses  carried  out  In  various  districts  within  the 
Company’s  area  proved  satisfactory. 

Chemical  Analyses. 

A bi-monthly  chemical  analysis  of  water  drawn  from 
consumers’  taps  was  conducted  during  the  year,  and  in  all  cases, 
the  supply  was  pronounced  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 


DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS  AND  DRAIN  TESTING. 

The  work  of  reconstructing  the  drainage  system  at  the 
Greyhound  Stadium,  and  the  provision  of  additional  sanitary 
accommodation,  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

This  work  included  the  replacement  of  all  chemical  closets  by 
water  closets. 

Many  complaints  of  choked  drains  were  received  during  the 
year,  and  In  nearly  every  case,  cleansing  of  the  drain  was 
effected  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  The  provision 
of  this  drain  cleansing  service  for  which  a small  sum  is  charged, 
ensures  that  complaints  of  this  nature  are  promptly  and 
efficiently  dealt  with, 

Your  sanitary  Officers  were  fully  occupied  in  the 
examination  and  testing  of  drains  on  the  new  housing  estates, 
and  also  in  connection  with  the  repair  and  reconstruction  of 
exis  ting  drains  • 
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Details  of  work  carried  out . 


Number  of  enquiries  made  216 

Number  of  water  tests  carried  out  188 

Number  of  smoke  tests  carried  out  28 
New  drainage  constructed  2280  yards 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  933  yards 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  for  the  whole  of  the 
district  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  plus  a bi-weekly 
collection  for  the  Coxlodge  area. 

I am  pleased  to  record  that  notwithstanding  the  sub- 
stantial number  of  additional  premises  provided  in  the  district 
during  the  post-war  years,  and  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no 
increase  of  staff,  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  this  very 
important  public  health  service,  remains  unimpaired. 

It  is  inevitable  however,  that  owing  to  wage  increases, 
increases  in  the  cost  of  petrol  and  the  various  materials,  plus 
unforeseen  expenditure,  that  I have  to  record  an  appreciable 
increase  in  the  annual  expenditure  for  the  financial  year  ending 
March  31st,  1951,  over  that  of  the  previous  financial  year. 

Vehicle s . 


Some  measure  of  relief  was  afforded  to  the  service  by  the 
purchase  of  a new  10  cubic  yard  side  loading  vehicle,  delivery 
of  which  was  effected  in  October,  and  the  complete  overhaul  and 
conversion  of  JR. 6223  from  a rear  loading  vehicle  to  a side- 
loading vehicle.  There  are  three  vehicles,  however,  which  have 
been  on  the  road  continually  for  13,  15  and  16  years  respectively, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  replacement  of  these  vehicles  is  urgently 
required.  & J 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Ixie  Brunton  Quarry  Tip  continued  to  be  the  main  point  for 
the  disposal  of  refuse,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  tipping  on 
this  land  will  be  complete  either  in  April  or  May,  1951. 

During  the  year  facilities  for  the  tipping  of  refuse  in 
Longbenton  were  offered  to  this  Council  by  the  Longbenton  Urban 
District  Council. 

A meeting  of  representatives  from  both  Councils  took  place 
in  mid-summer  when  it  was  ultimately  agreed  that  the  site  be 
used  jointly  with  the  Longbenton  Urban  District  Council,  and 
tnat  the  cost  be  shared  equally  by  both  authorities. 

T would  like  to  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  this 

fine  gesture  on  the  part  of  the  Longbenton  Urban  District 
Council • 

Salvage  Collection. 


Our  efforts  in  this  connection,  continued  with  undiminished 
and  as  a result  over  235  tons  of  waste  paper  were  collected 
an  isposed  of|  an  increase  of  12  tons  upon  the  previous  year. 

The  total  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of, 
however,  shows  a decrease  upon  the  previous  year.  This  decrease 
is  due  to  the  notable  drop  In  the  amount  of  kitchen  waste  avail- 
able for  collection. 
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Details  showing  quantities  of  salvage  disposed  of 
Commodity . 


Waste  Paper. 
Kitchen  Waste 
Text iles . 
Bottles  etc. 
Metal . 


T. 

235 

49 

1 

6 


Amount . 

C. 

16 
16 
14 
5 
4 


Q< 

3 

1 

2 

3 


293  17 


Details  showing  costs  for  the  year  ending  March  51st,  1951 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


Wages 

Holiday  and  Sick  Pay 
Nat . Insurance  (Counc: 
Superannuation  (d: 
Protective  Clothing 
Transfer  of  Salaries 
Loan  Charges 
Mis  cellaneous 


Motor  Trans  port . 

(Mechanics ) 
and  Sick  Pay 


Wages 
Holiday 

Nat . Insurance  , 

Superannuation  (ditto 
Materials  (Repairs  and 
Oil  and  Petrol 
Tyres 

Licences  and  Insurance 
Petrol  Pump 


Wages . 

Holiday  and  Sick  Pay 
Nat . Insurance  (Counci 
Superannuation  (ditto) 
Brunton  Quarry  Tip 
Protective  Clothing 
Loan  Charges 
Transfer  of  Salaries 
Miscellaneous . 


Motor 


Transport . 
(Mechanics ) 


Wages 

Holiday  & Sick  Pay 
Nat  .Insurance  (Council’s 
Superannuation  (ditto) 
Oil  and  Petrol 
Tyres 

Materials  (Repairs  and 
Licences  and  Insurances 


£. 

s . 

d 

. £ . 

s • 

d. 

4422 

14 

4 

458 

4 

— 

1 s Contribution) 

171 

2 

2 

to) 

148 

12 

1 

71 

13 

pm 

100 

- 

- 

78 

13 

9 

8 

15 

1 

5459 

14 

5 

275 

15 

1 

22 

— 

- 

s Contribution) 

10 

— 

— 

) 

12 

— 

— 

Renewals ) 

220 

13 

5 

478 

8 

1 

243 

5 

10 

183 

14 

2 

4 

17 

7 

1450 

14 

2 

Gross  Expenditure 

£6910 

8 

7 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

455 

18 

3 

32 

17 

« 

3 Contribution) 

15 

6 

7 

) 

8 

12 

9 

163 

- 

10 

10 

1 

6 

89 

1 

2 

50 

- 

— 

5 

15 

3 

830 

13 

4 

43 

6 

11 

6 

— 

— 

i Contribution) 

3 

— 

— 

4 

4 

9 

156 

11 

11 

58 

6 

8 

Renewals ) 

90 

14 

2 

51 

1 

11 

413 

6 

4 

Gross  Expenditure. 


£1243  19 


8 


(20) 


SALVAGE  COLLECT  ION . 


£. 

s . 

d 

P 

• oO  0 

s . 

d . 

Wages 

1380 

5 

— 

Holiday  and  Sick  Pay 

135 

- 

— 

Nat . Insurance  (Council's 

Contribution) 

56 

12 

9 

Superannuation  (ditto) 

52 

3 

9 

Protective  Clothing 

35 

11 

10 

1659 

13 

4 

Motor  Transport. 

Wages  (Mechanics) 

127 

12 

4 

Holiday  and  Sick  Pay 

8 

17 

8 

Nat , Insurance  (Council's 

Contribution) 

4 

— 

— 

Superannuation  (ditto) 

4 

10 

— 

Materials  (Repairs  and  Renewals ) 

112 

18 

5 

Oil  and  Petrol 

208 

1 

mm 

Tyres 

105 

10 

— 

Petrol  Pump 

2 

7 

6 

Licences  and  Insurances 

64 

6 

1 

638 

3 

- 

Gross  Expenditur 

e . 

£2297 

16 

4 

SALVAGE  DISPOSAL. 

£• 

s . 

d , 

£. 

s . 

d . 

Wages 

721 

8 

2 

Holiday  and  Sick  Pay 

47 

15 

— 

Nat . Insurance  (Council's 

Contribution) 

27 

2 

4 

Superannuation  (ditto) 

21 

4 

11 

Transfer  of  Salaries 

50 

— 

— 

Materials 

26 

18 

8 

Weigh  Charges 

2 

4 

3 

896 

13 

4 

Gross  Expenditure. 

£896 

13 

4 

Details  showing  Income  for  the  Year 

ending  March 

31st  1951. 

SALVAGE  DISPOSAL  . 

£ . 

s . 

d. 

> £ • 

s . 

d. 

Waste  Paper . 

1651 

6 

5 

Kitchen  Waste 

136 

5 

6 

Text ile  s 

31 

15 

M 

Metal 

18 

17 

3 

Bottles  etc. 

1 

3 

11 

1839 

8 

1 

£1839 

8 

1 

REFUSE  C OLLECTI ON . 

£ . 

s . 

d . 

£ • 

s . 

d . 

Special  Collections. 

36 

7 

4 

£36 

7 

4 

Collection . 

Disposal . 

£j  • s • cl  • 

£. 

s . 

d . 

£ • 

s . 

d . 

Gross  Expenditure 

9208  4 11 

2140 

13 

*. 

11348 

17 

11 

Gross  Income 

36  7 4 

1839 

8 

1 

1875 

15 

5 

Nett  Cost . 

£9171  17  7 

£301 

4 

11 

£9473 

2 

6 

Unit  Costs  . 

Collection . 

Disposal . 

£.  s . d . 

£. 

s • 

d . 

£. 

s . 

d . 

Nett  Cost  per  ton 

1 0 5.1 

0 

8 

1 

1 

1.1 

Nett  Cost  per  premises 

1 3 6.7 

0 

9. 

3 1 

4 

4 

Cost  per  1000  population 

382  3 4 

12 

10 

10 

394 

14 

2 

Cost  of  Rate  Service 

9.92 

0.33 

10.25 

Estimated  Tonnage  of  Refuse  Collected 

Estimated  Weight  (cwts)  per  1000  Population  per  day 

Estimated  Weight  (cwts)  per  premises 

(21) 


8982  tons . 
20.5  cwts 
23.1  cwts 
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HOUSING  . 


It  is  still  evident  that  until  the  demand  for  houses  by 
persons  inadequately  housed  has  been  fulfilled,  little  hope  can 
be  entertained  for  any  large  scale  operations  being  carried  out 
in  connection  with  clearance  and  re-development  areas. 

I am  informed  by  Mrs  . Watson,  Housing  Officer,  that  during 
the  year  under  review,  housing  accommodation  had  been  found  for 
216  families,  and  that  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting 
list  at  the  end  of  the  year,  numbered  952. 

Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority.  ...  ...  136 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons.  ...  29 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts ) ...  ...  ...  287 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  251 

2 . Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notices; - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or 

its  officers.  ...  ...  ...  207 

3 . Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1956. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  ...  nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  2- 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  ...  2 
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{ c ) Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  12  of  Housing  Act,  1956. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Domolition  Orders  were  made  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . . nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not 

demolished  (Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.3).  ...  nil 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1956. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  nil 

4.  Number  of  'houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  above.  ...  5 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (SEC. 20). 

Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
applications  for  grant  have  been  received  ...  nil 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 . 
Infestation  Order,  1945. 


The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into 
force  on  the  31st  March,  1950?  and  repealed  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919.  The  new  Act  transfers  from  County 
Councils  to  County  District  Councils,  duties  which  had  hitherto 
been  carried  out  by  County  Councils  under  the  1919  Act. 

The  financial  arrangements  were  substantially  the  same  as 
for  the  previous  year,  i.e.  a consolidated  grant  of  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  approved  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Council;  the 
availability  of  the  grant  depending  on  the  Council  complying 
with  certain  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries . 

A total  of  48  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Primary  investigation  revealed  that  35  premises  were 
infested  with  mice  and  26  premises  infested  with  rats. 

T-vo  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the 
financial  year  ending  the  31st  March,  1951,  details  of  which  are 
set  out  below.  The  cost  incurred  in  the  carrying  out  of  these 
treatments  was  £48,  fifty  per  cent  of  which  will  rank  for 
reimbursement  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Treatment 

No.  of  Man-holes 

Poison  Takes . 

No. 

Baited . 

Partial 

Complete 

1 

208 

21 

1 

2 

209 

17 

- 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


The  number  of  verminous  premises  treated  during  the  year, 
showed  a definite  decrease  upon  the  previous  year,  and  in  no 
instance  was  any  serious  infestation  encountered. 

The  bulk  of  this  work  was  again  confined  to  the  eradication 
of  the  cockroach,  and  treatment  included  the  use  of  insecticides, 
both  liquid  and  powder. 

Other  vermin  dealt  with  included  bed-bugs  and  fleas, 
although  the  work  entailed  In  the  eradication  of  these  vermin, 
was  small  in  comparison  with  the  former. 

In  all  cases,  re-visits  are  made,  and  as  found  necessary, 
further  treatments  carried  out,  until  the  complete  eradication 
of  vermin  dealt  with.  Is  assured. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  60  registered  factories  in  the  district,  41 
mechanical  factories  and  19  non-mechanical  factories. 


The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  number  of  visits 
and  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  found  in  course  of 
inspection  of  the  various  factories  in  the  district  i- 


No . on 

No . of 

Notices 

Factories 

Register 

Inspections . 

Served . 

Mechanical 

41 

168 

12 

Non-mechanical 

19 

41 

1 

60 

209 

13 

Defects 

Defect  s 

Referred 

Part iculars 

found 

remed ied 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ; - 

(a)  Unsuitable. 

(b)  Not  separate 

8 

8 

2 

for  sexes  . 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Insufficient. 

- 

- 

- 

(d)  Other  offences 

• 

4 

4 

- 

Total . 

13 

13 

2 

INSPECT ION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 


Milk  Supply. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to 

retail  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  ...  14 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and.  Sterilised  Mi lk) 
Regulations,  1949.. 


Number  of  Dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  55  Pasteur isedu 


milk . •••  . . * « . « G 

Number  of  Supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail 

''Pasteurised15  milk....  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  :!Ster ilisedu 

milk . ...  ...  o.«  7 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors  of  milk.  17 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies.  ...  2 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk . 


Includes  inconclusive  results. 


Speaking  generally,  these  figures  show  a slight  improvement  upon 
the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  although  the  high  percentage 
of  failures  among  the  designated  milks  is  disquieting. 

Two  samples  of  milk  out  of  seventeen  samples  submitted 
for  examination  were  found  positive  to  B.  Tuberculosis. 

An  examination  of  the  herds  concerned  was  carried  out  by 
the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  and  in  each  case  a cow  was  removed  from  the 
herd  and  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Food  Premises. 

A regular  systematic  inspection  of  all  food  premises  was 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Particular  attention  was  again  paid  to  the  provision  of 
suitable  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in 
food  premises.  At  the  end  of  the  year  IQrfo  of  all  food  premises 
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in  the  district  had  been  provided  with  a fitted  wash-hand  basin 
with  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on,  together  with  a supply  of  soap 
and  clean  towels. 

The  Model  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and 
cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food,  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for 
human  consumption,  and  in  connection  with  the  sale  or  exposure 
for  sale  in  the  open  air  of  food  intended  for  human  consumption 
adopted  by  this  Council  in  May,  1950,  came  into  operation  in 
November,  1950. 

These  Byelaws  provide  additional  control  over  food  premises 
and  over  the  handling  of  food  generally,  and  if  given  full 
effect,  together  with  existing  statutory  powers,  will  make  a 
valuable  contribution  to  the  promotion  of  the  standards  of  food 
hygiene . 

Registration  of  Food  Premises. 

During  the  year  six  applications  were  made  to  this  Council 
for  the  registration  of  food  premises  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Four  applications  were  in  respect  of 
the  sale  of  ice-cream,  and  two  applications  in  respect  of  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  preserved  food.  In  all  cases,  the 
premises  were  duly  registered  bringing  the  total  of  registered 
premises  up  to  seventy-one. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations.  1924-48. 

As  in  previous  years  all  slaughtering  of  food  animals  was 
carried  out  in  Ministry  of  Food  abattoirs  situated  in  the  City 
and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Unsound  Food. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  following  their 
voluntary  surrender  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Beef  (home  killed) 
Beef  (Imported) 
Mutton  (Imported) 
Pork  (imported) 

Fru  it 

Canned  Goods . 

Sugar 

Fruit  Cake . 

Sausage . 

Packed  foods 
Black  Pudding 
Veal  and  Ham  Pies . 


53.3  stones 
67.0  !i 

2.0  « 

4-jg-  lbs  . 

107  » 

741  tins. 

6-g-  lbs  . 

16  « 

40 

354  packets. 
2-J  lbs. 

8. 


Adulteration  of  Food. 

I am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Northumberland  County  Council 
for  tne  following  information  and  report  on  the  work  of  his 
department  in  the  urban  district  of  Gos forth. 


It  ia  pleasing  to  note  that  all  samples  of  food  taken  in 
Gos forth  were  found  to  be  genuine,  and  Mr.  Arlidge  in  his  report, 
sets  forth,  inter  alia,  the  reasons  which  to  him,  appear  to 
account  for  the  apparent  good  behaviour  on  the  part  of  the  food 
manufacturers. 
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Quoting  one  of  these  reasons,  he  states  that  during  the 
year  under  review,  it  became  apparent  that  the  increase  in  the 
freedom  of  choice,  which  the  purchasing  public  were  again 
beginning  to  enjoy  for  the  first  time  since  1939,  was  acting 
as  a powerful  deterrent  against  the  sale  of  spurious  articles 
of  food. 


Summary  of  Samples  taken  during  1950. 

Name  of  Sample . Total  No.  Analysed. 


B.P.  Official  Preparations  and  2 

Household  Medicaments 
Condiments,  Sauces,  Pickles, 

Flavourings,  etc.  3 

Confectionery  4 

Cheese  1 

Flour  1 

Jam,  Preserves,  etc.  2 

Gelatine  1 

Lard,  Cooking  Fat  1 

Milk  43 

Meat  Products  (Open  and  Tinned)  1 

Sausages  4 

Soft  Drinks  3 

Soups  1 

Sugar  1 

Vinegar  2 

Miscellaneous  (unclassified  samples)  13 


83 
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GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  tables  present  a summary  of  visits  and 
inspections  made  by  your  Sanitary  Officers,  and  sanitary 
improvements  effected  during  the  year  1950. 


TABLE  I. 


Dwelling  Houses  (Nuisances)  etc.  ...  1003 

Housing  application  enquiries  ...  93 

Verminous  Premises  - visits  and  revisits  70 

Infectious  diseases  - visits  and  revisits  282 

Infectious  diseases  - Disinfections  79 

Drainage  - Enquiries  ...  ...  216 

- Smoke  Test  ...  ...  28 

11  - Water  Test  ...  ...  188 

Ditches  and  Streams  ...  ...  21 

Stable  s ...  ...  ...  4 

Accumulations,  yards  etc.  ...  51 

Rodent  infestation  ...  ...  499 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ...  20 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  239 

Supervision  over  Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal  171 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  603 

Milk  samples,  enquiries  etc.  ...  108 

Shops  Act . ...  ...  ...  51 

Licensed  Premises.  ...  ...  31 

Miscellaneous.  ...  ...  386 


TABLE  II. 


4143 


Ceiling  Plaster  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired. 
Dangerous  walls  repaired  ...  ... 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed 
Eaves -gutters , cleaned  out,  rep'd  or  ren'd 
External  walls  pointed  ...  ... 

Fallspouts  repaired  or  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed 
Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc.  ... 
Ovens  repaired  or  renewed 
Roofs  repaired  ...  ... 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ... 

Sink-draining  boards  renewed/repaired 
Sinks  (new)  provided  and  fixed 
Sink  Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Skirting  boards  repaired  or  renewed... 
Stairs  repaired,  renewed  or  provided.. 
Walls  rendered  internally 
Wall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed 
Water  supplies  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 
Windows  repaired,  made  to  open  etc.  .. 
Yards  and  passages  paved  and  drained 
Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  ... 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ... 

Gullies  (additional)  provided  and 

connected  to  drains 

Intercepting  traps  provided  or  renewed 
Manhole  covers  renewed  ...  ... 

W.C.  basins  renewed  ...  ... 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

W.C.  structures  repaired  or  renewed  .. 

Soil  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 


14 

4 
1 

10 

23 

5 

20 

8 

24 

1 

22 

9 

5 

3 

12 

1 

2 

29 

26 

13 

4 
2 

27 

173 

4 

1 

1 

8 

7 

10 

1 


470 
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CONCLUSION. 


In  conclusion,  I must  thank  Mr.  Oxley,  my  additional 
Sanitary _ Inspector , for  his  tireless  efforts,  and  for  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  the  work 
assigned  to  him. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  clerical  staff, 
for  the  very  efficient  and  methodical  manner  in  which  they 
carried  out  their  duties,  and  for  their  continued  loyalty 
and  support . 

It  is  with  regret  that  I have  to  report  that  Mr.  Smith, 
the  cleansing  foreman,  was  forced  into  retirement  owing  to 
ill-health,  one  year  before  he  would  normally  have  done  so, 
Mr.  Smith  had  been  employed  by  this  Council  for  30  years 
and  he  proved  himself  an  extremely  reliable  servant,  keen, 
conscientious  and  a hard  worker.  I trust  that  he  will 
enjoy  better  health,  so  that  he  will  be  the  better  enabled 
to  enjoy  the  retirement  he  so  richly  deserves  . 

Mr,  Geo.  Oliver,  who  has  served  this  Council 
satisfactorily  for  40  years  was  appointed  as  successor 
to  Mr.  Smith.  He  is  a sound  and  reliable  workman,  and 
I wish  him  every  success. 

The  outside  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  for  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their 
duties,  and  for  the  amount  of  work  accomplished. 


Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  STENGER, 

Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector . 


10th  SEPTEMBER,  1951. 
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